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PROGRAMS GALORE THIS YEAR

Winter seemed to last forever this year when in all es-
sence it was not any longer than it usually is. We just
happened to have a lot of snow. Our program director,
Paula DeMichele, has been very busy putting together a
very busy calendar for us. Each month has a new and
interesting program; see a listing in our newsletter.

Our sing-a-long/tree lighting was a big success. The
chorus from Founders Memorial School led community
members in singing Christmas carols. Essex Girl Scouts
provided cookies, and the Historical Society served hot
cider and juice to over 200 people.

Thank you to board member, Jennifer Gilbert, who
stepped down from the board. Best wishes to her. We
just recently welcomed Denise Groll to our board. De-
nise grew up in Essex and brings a love of history to our
board.

The Essex Community Historical Society will be tak-
ing part on June 21 and 22 in the “artists and Artisans:
Vermont's Creative Heritage” at the 2014 Vermont His-
tory Expo at the Tunbridge World’s Fairgrounds in Tun-
bridge, Vermont..

Everyone is welcome to come to our Open House on
June 1st, from 1-4 p.m. It is going to be a fun-filled after-
noon. As usual, we welcome volunteers to help keep
our museum open during the summer. We look forward
to seeing many of you this summer.

Eva Clough, Co-President
Tim Jerman, Co-President
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Thad Wolosinski (15)
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afcollector@rocketmail.com

We are currently developing an e-mail distribution list to use for event notification. If you would like to be

included in this list and have not already done so, please send your e-mail address to:
essexcommunityhistoricalsociety@myfairpoint.net,

or check the “yes” on the membership form . Also, please indicate if you would like to receive the ECHO

via e-mail.

The Walking Tour of Essex Town
By Emily Tyl (second grade teacher)

As a part of our study of communities, many second grade classes go on the Walking Tour of Essex.
Ron Clapp developed this tour many years ago. He was passionate about the town of Essex, was an
expert on the history of Essex, and an active member of the Essex Community Historical Society. Now
tour guide, Mrs. Laurie Jordan, from Essex Community Historical Society, gives us a walk into the past.
This includes how and why folks settled in Essex and how our community has changed from a rural to a
suburban community. The children learn about how buildings were used for many purposes and how
we know a building is old. Transportation now and back then is another topic of discussion. Much of
our time together centered on how the landscape of Essex has changed over time. Mrs. Jordan shares
with us what life was like living in Essex from the 1800s to present day. The children learn how children
lived and played long ago.

We are so grateful to have Mrs. Jordan as our local expert on our Town of Essex! Thanks once
again for a wonderful walk into Essex Long Ago!
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Killed In Battle—1864’s Bloodiest Engagement
By Tim Jerman and Ann Gray

In the long commemoration of the 150th anni-
versary of the American Civil War, the Battle of the
Wilderness stands out in our Essex history. In the
Memorial Record, written in 1866 after the war,
there is a page listing the names of the seven Es-
sex soldiers killed in battle over four years. Five of
the seven died at the Wilderness on May 5, 1864,
and another fell exactly a week later at a follow-up
battle, Spotsylvania Court House. They are Wil-
liam J. Domag, Amos Greely, James B. Nichols,
Oscar A. Scribner, Edward D. Sands, and Henry T.
Mosely.*

All of the Civil War battles were bloody affairs,
but the Wilderness was particularly gruesome.
May 5, 1864, turns out to be the bloodiest single
day of the Civil War for Vermont. There were 1041
casualties on the first of two days; 297 killed or
mortally wounded, and 23 taken prisoner (Amos
Greely may have been one of those). The 297
killed or mortally wounded accounted for more than
16% of the combat deaths suffered by Vermonters
during the entire war!**

The Battle of the Wilderness was the first battle
of Lt. General Ulysses S. Grant's 1864 Overland
Campaign against General Robert E. Lee in a de-
liberate attempt to crush the Confederacy. Grant
was trying to move south by cutting his way
through the dense underbrush of the Wilderness
near Spotsylvania, Virginia, but Lee attacked on
parallel roads to intercept him. Several battles en-
sued, but this was not the typical scene of blue and
gray facing off on open terrain; the dense woods
led to hand-to-hand combat, many devastating
fires, and much confusion as two massive armies
collided.

Both sides suffered heavy casualties. The out-

come was inconclusive, and on the third day,
May 7, Grant disengaged and moved to the
southeast, trying to get between Lee’s army and
Richmond. This led to the bloody battle of Spot-
sylvania Courthouse a few days later.

But for five Vermonters from Essex and many
more from Vermont, the war was over. The
names of the dead are permanently enshrined in
granite on Memorial Hall in Essex Center. It is
fitting that we remember the important sacrifice of
our soldiers who were part of the “endgame”
which led to the siege of Richmond and the ulti-
mate collapse of the Confederacy a year later. In
2005, Vermont contributed to a new monument
placed at the Wilderness battle site to honor the
Vermont Brigade. The monument is made of
Barre granite and features a silhouette of
Camel's Hump; it has become one of the most
popular tourist attractions in the area.***

As you read further about one of our local
fallen soldiers, try to imagine the anxiety of the
families waiting for word back home, knowing
that a major battle was being fought and that
their son was in harm’s way. 1864 was not a
happy year for many local families.

Oscar A. Scribner was not the typical soldier
as he was 46 years old when he first enlisted in
Company |, 6th Vermont Regiment on August 23,
1861.* The 1860 Census shows Oscar to be a
farm laborer in Essex with a wife, Aurora, and
four sons and two daughters.* One of the sons,
George, followed his father into the Union Army,
enlisting on December 18, 1861, in Company A
of the 7th Vermont. George was discharged on
October 10, 1862.* George was 15 in the 1860
Census, so depending on when the Census was
taken and when his birthday happened, he was
no older than 17 in 1861. Thus, George, like
many others, probably lied about his
age in orderto enlist.

By the time Oscar re-enlisted on December
15, 1863, another son had been born.* This son
was only two years old when his father was
killed. Oscar’s other children ranged in age from
twenty-one to seven.

In addition to the six soldiers already men-
tioned who were killed in action .in May 1864,
nine more soldiers died during 1864 of disease or
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of wounds received in battle. Two of these nine died in southern prisoner-of-war camps. Additionally,
another eight soldiers were wounded at the Wilderness or Spotsylvania. This means a total of 23 Essex
families were impacted by the war in 1864. As previously mentioned, 1864 was not a happy year in Es-
sex.

To learn more about what happened to the Scribner family and the other 22 soldiers and their fami-
lies, visit the Harriet Farnsworth Powell Museum this summer where their stories will be told.

e * The Memorial Record of Essex, Vermont, Lucius C. Butler, 1866.
e **Vermont in the Civil War (website.. Tom Ledoux)
e ***Civil War News (website..Deborah Fitts)

DONATIONS

Clint Russell: binder of 2013 Essex obituaries.

Mary Cavanaugh: transcribed copy of her father's, Dr. Albert J. Crandall’'s, wartime log about D-Day
and the first ever airborne surgical hospital.  Also, Free Press article about Dr. Crandall's siblings who
also served.

Tim Jerman: 8x10 photograph of our 250th anniversary banner on the porch’s railing.

Gil Coates: a biography of Jacob Collamer, (an early senator) written by Jacob’s great-great grand-
daughter, Mary Louise Kelly.
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ECHS Celebrates Essex History in New Program Series

To celebrate the rich history of Essex and
Essex Junction, ECHS is presenting a new
series of programs for 2014. Our Tales &
Treasures of Essex History series opens
with a Family Day & Open House on June
1st from 1—4 p.m. Activities at the Essex
Common will include museum tours, face
painting, and a historical costume contest
for both children and adults. The highlight
of the event will be an appearance by the
award-winning singer/songwriter from Jeri-
cho, Derek Burkins, who will perform two
sets of family musical entertainment.

Last July, board Co-President, Tim Jerman, wowed a standing room only audience
at the Brownell Library with a power point show of early 1900s black and white photos
of Essex and Fort Ethan Allen, which had not seen for a hundred years. On July 9th at
7 p.m., he will be back by popular demand to give a reprise of the program, Ancestors

and Architecture: The W. C. Sawyer Photographs of 1900 Essex, at Memorial Hall
in Essex.

Other programs include Stowe historian Maureen Lapinski, who will share the story
of the Abram Stevens Family: From Colonial Times to the Five Corners on August
20th at 7 p.m. at the Brownell Library; Time Detectives: Archeologists in Essex—
Artifacts from the Circ Highway “Big Dig” to be presented on September 10th by
Brennan Gauthier of the Vermont Transportation Agency, in celebration of Vermont
Archeology Month; and, on October 7th, the 2014 Annual Meeting Lecture, Pills and
Potions, Liquors and Laudanum: Medicine in the Civil War Era, presented by
Charlotte historian, Dan Cole. In November, we will present a Musical Evening, and
the final event of the year will be the annual Essex Tree Lighting and Sing A-Long.

Programs in the series are free to the public and will include both door prize draw-
ing and refreshments to follow the programs. For complete details about the series, go
to essex.org and click on “Living Here” to find the ECHS web page listing.

Prize-winning Vermont singer/songwriter, Derek Burkins, will appear at Family Day June 1st.
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Essex Community Historical Society Presents
TALES AND TREASURES OF ESSEX HISTORY

ANNUAL FAMILY DAY & MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE
Music by Derek Burkins, Door Prizes, Face Painting, Food & Museum Tours
Costume Contest — Wear A Favorite Historical Costume!
Harriet Farnsworth Powell Museum
Sunday, June 1, 2014
1-4pm.

ANCESTORS AND ARCHITECTURE:

THE W. C. SAWYER PHOTOGRAPHS OF 1800 ESSEX
Tim Jerman, Co-President, Essex Community Historical Society
Memorial Hall
Wednesday, July 9, 2014
7:00 p.m.

ABRAM STEVENS FAMILY: FROM COLONIAL TIMES TO THE FIVE CORNERS
Maureen Labenski
Brownell Library
Wednesday, August 20, 2014
7:00 p.m.

TIME DETECTIVES: ARCHAEOLOGISTS IN ESSEX
ARTIFACTS FROM THE CIRC HIGHWAY “BIG DIG”
Brennan Gauthier, Vermont Transportation Agency
Wednesday, September 10, 2014
Memorial Hall, Essex
7:00 p.m.

ANNUAL MEETING AND LECTURE
PiLLS & POTIONS, LIQUORS AND LAUDANUM:
MEDICINE IN THE CIVIL WAR ERA
Presented by Dan Cole, Charlotte Historian
Tuesday, October 7, 2014
Maple Street Recreation Center Hall
7:00 p.m.

A MusiCAL EVENING - TBA
Wednesday, November 12
Memorial Hall
7:00 p.m.

All Events Free and Open to the Public
Refreshments to Follow Programs
Door Prize Drawing For Each Event
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SPRING SYRUP
By Caroline (Chapin) Church

When | was quite young, our old sugar house was built between the road and the ledge that is half
way to the Slater place. The horses or oxen would bring the sap from the woods in the gathering tank
and empty it into a big tank outside the sugar house. From there it would be piped to a tank inside the
sugar house. Then piped to the evaporator with the flow controlled to bring the sap as needed. The
syrup was tested for thickness by letting it drip from a scoop. When it leathered, it was done. Oooh-
eeeh! Was it ever good! It was sticky and dirty and fun. The fire would have to be stoked continually
to keep the sap boiling to get rid of the surplus water. The syrup had to weigh eleven pounds to the gal-
Ion when done. 3 :

Essex fl’mcbtitl)‘ V. 'ermant March 19, 1936.

936 :Cropvi’ur‘é Vermont Maple Syrup smd Sug’
22 Grade—-l" o. B Eswx Junction, Vermont.

Symt; in' 1 gaI c;ms ......... . o

Syrup m 1 gal. cans, 4 (n moru per gal

Syrup in 2 qt cans.. .
TUD. t, eans, 8 or rvmre,

I cans, 8 or xl:ibzc, per ga
Qy;up 16 az in ;:Ias», ms-vuf 12, per
£ 2

‘nugar in 2 pound can
Sugar in 5 pound can
Sugaxpz 07 cakes,

oream, 24 oz g‘ass 331‘, per damn
earta 1 1b. | xes, pex bm: .

Maple Candy—recipe by Mrs. Mary Holmes
(from “The Best in Cooking in Essex Center” Courtesy of Essex Methodist Church WSCS)
1 c. maple syrup 1/2 c. Ethan Allan Creamery milk
2 c. white sugar , 1/8 Ib. oleo
Cook until very soft balls stqge. If you add nuts, add right before taking off fire and cook a minute. Take
off fire and let cool, then beat the turn in 8X8 oiled pan.
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My Life in the Early Days
By Caroline (Chapin) Church

At that time there were no stores to buy ready
cooked foods or ready made clothes, except ladies’
wrappers or house dresses, and men'’s clothes. There
were no places to buy even a loaf of bread. Everything
must be made at home. All bread, cakes, donuts,
cookies, even cottage cheese. But was it ever good.
Made with plenty of eggs, cream, and butter, maple
sugar, and other good ingredients. We really lived

; welll | remember the frosted three layer cakes, roll
jelly cakes, the huge loaves of bread, Johnny cake, maple rag muffins, the tin quart pans of donuts.
About two or three times a week, the four huge loaves of bread, two or three times a week, besides bis-
cuits.

Then were butchering times after which we lived high on the hog as they say. Then the rolls of sau-
sage. And dried beef. Bacon. Ham. Wow! Was it ever good! The hams were cured with maple sugar
and they were smoked with corn cobs. And there were barrels of salt pork.

(Above, Caroline (Chapin) Church. To the right,
Caroline’s nephew, Graton Chapin, at the sugar house.)

Caroline's’ grandfather, Albert Franklin Chapin, came

to Essex from Jericho in the mid-1800s, and bought the
farm on Chapin Road. Caroline’s brother, Claude R. Cha-
pin, ran the sugar house in 1936. Chapin syrup traveled
by train across the country. The butter won a prize in the
New Orleans State Fair. Caroline’s nephew, Graton, sent
corn to Baxter Brother's Cannery (where Five Corners Ant-
iques is now) and the milk cans were trucked to the village
co-op. The apple tradition started in the 1930s at the farm
where she grew up.
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A A A T A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AN AN
* Essex Veterans of WWII x

i Essex, like other Vermont towns, has grown its share of sons who fought for the ide- i
¢ als, principles, and freedoms which Vermonters hold dear. As General of the Armies ¥
¥ John J. Pershing declared, “Time will not dim the glory of their deeds.” In commemoration *
* of the 70th anniversary of D-Day and WWII, we will remember two of these men in a spe- g
4 cial June ECHO issue. e
4+  Barbara Chapin tells how her uncle, “Private First Class Claude B. Chapin joined the 550th Air-
¥r borne Infantry Battalion on February 6, 1942. Three years later, January 4, 1945, he was killed in ¥
¥r action at the Battle of the Bulge in Bastogne, Belgium. He is buried at the Henri-Chapelle Ceme- Y
¥ tery in Antwerp, Belgium.” x
Mary (Crandall) Cavanaugh writes that her father, Dr. Albert J. Crandall, “was a major in the I
101st Airborne and participated in three campaigns during WWII; D-Day, Holland, and the Battle of %
4 the Bulge.....His mission was to establish the first ever airborne surgical hospital, much like MASH,
+ in France.” e
¥  We welcome other readers to send ECHS their accounts of this historic time in their families. ¢
¥ You can look forward to reading more about these Essex veterans and Mary Cavanaugh’s tran- *
* scription of Major Albert Crandall’s wartime log about D-Day: “In his own words, he starts....” More
to come in a June ECHO!

* *
* *
Zh;jrsﬁ%i}i}ﬁﬁri‘z*zi‘r‘i‘«’\ﬁ‘«*i‘fﬁ'i}i}i‘mﬁrﬂri‘zi‘ri‘fﬁ%ﬁﬁi&ﬁ*ﬁﬁﬁ{kﬁﬂrﬁﬂr*ﬁﬂr

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ESSEX COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please print
Name:

Mailing address:

: City/Town State Zip

Phone

E-Mail address:

____Yes! | would like to be added to an e-mail distribution list for event notification.
_____Yes! | would like to receive the ECHO via e-mail.
Circle relevant Annual Membership Category or Lifetime:
Individual $10 Family $15 Senior (60 and older) $5
Lifetime (individual, married, civil union) $100
___ Yes! | would like to volunteer at the museum or other event.

- Make checks payable to: Essex Community Historical Society, P.O. Box 8388, Essex,

. . . .
---------------------- W9 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000CO0O0O0O0S

¢
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P.O. Box 8388
Essex, VT 05451

ESSEX COMMUN! CAL SOCIETY
Fnoex Torwn-Eat. 1763 Essex fot.-Eot, 1892  Eavex Comm. Histovical Soivey-Eet. 1991

ot
ATE /

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Memorial Day Parade: Saturday, May 24, 2014 at 10 a.m.

Museum Re-Opens: Sunday, June 1, 2014. 1:00—4:00
Museum will be open every Sunday until October 12th, 1-4 p.m.
and every Thursday from June 5th to August 31st, 6—7:30 p.m

Vermont History Expo: June 21st and June 22nd at
Tunbridge Fairgrounds. 10:00—5:00

Block Party: Saturday, July 19th 5 p.m. - 10 p.m. ECHS booth
will be on Railroad Ave in Essex Junction
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PROGRAMS GALORE THIS YEAR

Winter seemed to last forever this year when in all es-
sence it was not any longer than it usually is. We just
happened to have a lot of snow. Our program director,
Paula DeMichele, has been very busy putting together a
very busy calendar for us. Each month has a new and
interesting program; see a listing in our newsletter.

Our sing-a-long/tree lighting was a big success. The
chorus from Founders Memorial School led community
members in singing Christmas carols. Essex Girl Scouts
provided cookies, and the Historical Society served hot
cider and juice to over 200 people.

Thank you to board member, Jennifer Gilbert, who
stepped down from the board. Best wishes to her. We
just recently welcomed Denise Groll to our board. De-
nise grew up in Essex and brings a love of history to our
board.

The Essex Community Historical Society will be tak-
ing part on June 21 and 22 in the “artists and Artisans:
Vermont's Creative Heritage” at the 2014 Vermont His-
tory Expo at the Tunbridge World’s Fairgrounds in Tun-
bridge, Vermont..

Everyone is welcome to come to our Open House on
June 1st, from 1-4 p.m. It is going to be a fun-filled after-
noon. As usual, we welcome volunteers to help keep
our museum open during the summer. We look forward
to seeing many of you this summer.

Eva Clough, Co-President
Tim Jerman, Co-President
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or check the “yes” on the membership form . Also, please indicate if you would like to receive the ECHO
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The Walking Tour of Essex Town
By Emily Tyl (second grade teacher)

As a part of our study of communities, many second grade classes go on the Walking Tour of Essex.
Ron Clapp developed this tour many years ago. He was passionate about the town of Essex, was an
expert on the history of Essex, and an active member of the Essex Community Historical Society. Now
tour guide, Mrs. Laurie Jordan, from Essex Community Historical Society, gives us a walk into the past.
This includes how and why folks settled in Essex and how our community has changed from a rural to a
suburban community. The children learn about how buildings were used for many purposes and how
we know a building is old. Transportation now and back then is another topic of discussion. Much of
our time together centered on how the landscape of Essex has changed over time. Mrs. Jordan shares
with us what life was like living in Essex from the 1800s to present day. The children learn how children
lived and played long ago.

We are so grateful to have Mrs. Jordan as our local expert on our Town of Essex! Thanks once
again for a wonderful walk into Essex Long Ago!
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Killed In Battle—1864’s Bloodiest Engagement
By Tim Jerman and Ann Gray

In the long commemoration of the 150th anni-
versary of the American Civil War, the Battle of the
Wilderness stands out in our Essex history. In the
Memorial Record, written in 1866 after the war,
there is a page listing the names of the seven Es-
sex soldiers killed in battle over four years. Five of
the seven died at the Wilderness on May 5, 1864,
and another fell exactly a week later at a follow-up
battle, Spotsylvania Court House. They are Wil-
liam J. Domag, Amos Greely, James B. Nichols,
Oscar A. Scribner, Edward D. Sands, and Henry T.
Mosely.*

All of the Civil War battles were bloody affairs,
but the Wilderness was particularly gruesome.
May 5, 1864, turns out to be the bloodiest single
day of the Civil War for Vermont. There were 1041
casualties on the first of two days; 297 killed or
mortally wounded, and 23 taken prisoner (Amos
Greely may have been one of those). The 297
killed or mortally wounded accounted for more than
16% of the combat deaths suffered by Vermonters
during the entire war!**

The Battle of the Wilderness was the first battle
of Lt. General Ulysses S. Grant's 1864 Overland
Campaign against General Robert E. Lee in a de-
liberate attempt to crush the Confederacy. Grant
was trying to move south by cutting his way
through the dense underbrush of the Wilderness
near Spotsylvania, Virginia, but Lee attacked on
parallel roads to intercept him. Several battles en-
sued, but this was not the typical scene of blue and
gray facing off on open terrain; the dense woods
led to hand-to-hand combat, many devastating
fires, and much confusion as two massive armies
collided.

Both sides suffered heavy casualties. The out-

come was inconclusive, and on the third day,
May 7, Grant disengaged and moved to the
southeast, trying to get between Lee’s army and
Richmond. This led to the bloody battle of Spot-
sylvania Courthouse a few days later.

But for five Vermonters from Essex and many
more from Vermont, the war was over. The
names of the dead are permanently enshrined in
granite on Memorial Hall in Essex Center. It is
fitting that we remember the important sacrifice of
our soldiers who were part of the “endgame”
which led to the siege of Richmond and the ulti-
mate collapse of the Confederacy a year later. In
2005, Vermont contributed to a new monument
placed at the Wilderness battle site to honor the
Vermont Brigade. The monument is made of
Barre granite and features a silhouette of
Camel's Hump; it has become one of the most
popular tourist attractions in the area.***

As you read further about one of our local
fallen soldiers, try to imagine the anxiety of the
families waiting for word back home, knowing
that a major battle was being fought and that
their son was in harm’s way. 1864 was not a
happy year for many local families.

Oscar A. Scribner was not the typical soldier
as he was 46 years old when he first enlisted in
Company |, 6th Vermont Regiment on August 23,
1861.* The 1860 Census shows Oscar to be a
farm laborer in Essex with a wife, Aurora, and
four sons and two daughters.* One of the sons,
George, followed his father into the Union Army,
enlisting on December 18, 1861, in Company A
of the 7th Vermont. George was discharged on
October 10, 1862.* George was 15 in the 1860
Census, so depending on when the Census was
taken and when his birthday happened, he was
no older than 17 in 1861. Thus, George, like
many others, probably lied about his
age in orderto enlist.

By the time Oscar re-enlisted on December
15, 1863, another son had been born.* This son
was only two years old when his father was
killed. Oscar’s other children ranged in age from
twenty-one to seven.

In addition to the six soldiers already men-
tioned who were killed in action .in May 1864,
nine more soldiers died during 1864 of disease or
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of wounds received in battle. Two of these nine died in southern prisoner-of-war camps. Additionally,
another eight soldiers were wounded at the Wilderness or Spotsylvania. This means a total of 23 Essex
families were impacted by the war in 1864. As previously mentioned, 1864 was not a happy year in Es-
sex.

To learn more about what happened to the Scribner family and the other 22 soldiers and their fami-
lies, visit the Harriet Farnsworth Powell Museum this summer where their stories will be told.

e * The Memorial Record of Essex, Vermont, Lucius C. Butler, 1866.
e **Vermont in the Civil War (website.. Tom Ledoux)
e ***Civil War News (website..Deborah Fitts)

DONATIONS

Clint Russell: binder of 2013 Essex obituaries.

Mary Cavanaugh: transcribed copy of her father's, Dr. Albert J. Crandall’'s, wartime log about D-Day
and the first ever airborne surgical hospital.  Also, Free Press article about Dr. Crandall's siblings who
also served.

Tim Jerman: 8x10 photograph of our 250th anniversary banner on the porch’s railing.

Gil Coates: a biography of Jacob Collamer, (an early senator) written by Jacob’s great-great grand-
daughter, Mary Louise Kelly.
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ECHS Celebrates Essex History in New Program Series

To celebrate the rich history of Essex and
Essex Junction, ECHS is presenting a new
series of programs for 2014. Our Tales &
Treasures of Essex History series opens
with a Family Day & Open House on June
1st from 1—4 p.m. Activities at the Essex
Common will include museum tours, face
painting, and a historical costume contest
for both children and adults. The highlight
of the event will be an appearance by the
award-winning singer/songwriter from Jeri-
cho, Derek Burkins, who will perform two
sets of family musical entertainment.

Last July, board Co-President, Tim Jerman, wowed a standing room only audience
at the Brownell Library with a power point show of early 1900s black and white photos
of Essex and Fort Ethan Allen, which had not seen for a hundred years. On July 9th at
7 p.m., he will be back by popular demand to give a reprise of the program, Ancestors

and Architecture: The W. C. Sawyer Photographs of 1900 Essex, at Memorial Hall
in Essex.

Other programs include Stowe historian Maureen Lapinski, who will share the story
of the Abram Stevens Family: From Colonial Times to the Five Corners on August
20th at 7 p.m. at the Brownell Library; Time Detectives: Archeologists in Essex—
Artifacts from the Circ Highway “Big Dig” to be presented on September 10th by
Brennan Gauthier of the Vermont Transportation Agency, in celebration of Vermont
Archeology Month; and, on October 7th, the 2014 Annual Meeting Lecture, Pills and
Potions, Liquors and Laudanum: Medicine in the Civil War Era, presented by
Charlotte historian, Dan Cole. In November, we will present a Musical Evening, and
the final event of the year will be the annual Essex Tree Lighting and Sing A-Long.

Programs in the series are free to the public and will include both door prize draw-
ing and refreshments to follow the programs. For complete details about the series, go
to essex.org and click on “Living Here” to find the ECHS web page listing.

Prize-winning Vermont singer/songwriter, Derek Burkins, will appear at Family Day June 1st.
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Essex Community Historical Society Presents
TALES AND TREASURES OF ESSEX HISTORY

ANNUAL FAMILY DAY & MUSEUM OPEN HOUSE
Music by Derek Burkins, Door Prizes, Face Painting, Food & Museum Tours
Costume Contest — Wear A Favorite Historical Costume!
Harriet Farnsworth Powell Museum
Sunday, June 1, 2014
1-4pm.

ANCESTORS AND ARCHITECTURE:

THE W. C. SAWYER PHOTOGRAPHS OF 1800 ESSEX
Tim Jerman, Co-President, Essex Community Historical Society
Memorial Hall
Wednesday, July 9, 2014
7:00 p.m.

ABRAM STEVENS FAMILY: FROM COLONIAL TIMES TO THE FIVE CORNERS
Maureen Labenski
Brownell Library
Wednesday, August 20, 2014
7:00 p.m.

TIME DETECTIVES: ARCHAEOLOGISTS IN ESSEX
ARTIFACTS FROM THE CIRC HIGHWAY “BIG DIG”
Brennan Gauthier, Vermont Transportation Agency
Wednesday, September 10, 2014
Memorial Hall, Essex
7:00 p.m.

ANNUAL MEETING AND LECTURE
PiLLS & POTIONS, LIQUORS AND LAUDANUM:
MEDICINE IN THE CIVIL WAR ERA
Presented by Dan Cole, Charlotte Historian
Tuesday, October 7, 2014
Maple Street Recreation Center Hall
7:00 p.m.

A MusiCAL EVENING - TBA
Wednesday, November 12
Memorial Hall
7:00 p.m.

All Events Free and Open to the Public
Refreshments to Follow Programs
Door Prize Drawing For Each Event
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SPRING SYRUP
By Caroline (Chapin) Church

When | was quite young, our old sugar house was built between the road and the ledge that is half
way to the Slater place. The horses or oxen would bring the sap from the woods in the gathering tank
and empty it into a big tank outside the sugar house. From there it would be piped to a tank inside the
sugar house. Then piped to the evaporator with the flow controlled to bring the sap as needed. The
syrup was tested for thickness by letting it drip from a scoop. When it leathered, it was done. Oooh-
eeeh! Was it ever good! It was sticky and dirty and fun. The fire would have to be stoked continually
to keep the sap boiling to get rid of the surplus water. The syrup had to weigh eleven pounds to the gal-
Ion when done. 3 :

Essex fl’mcbtitl)‘ V. 'ermant March 19, 1936.

936 :Cropvi’ur‘é Vermont Maple Syrup smd Sug’
22 Grade—-l" o. B Eswx Junction, Vermont.

Symt; in' 1 gaI c;ms ......... . o

Syrup m 1 gal. cans, 4 (n moru per gal

Syrup in 2 qt cans.. .
TUD. t, eans, 8 or rvmre,

I cans, 8 or xl:ibzc, per ga
Qy;up 16 az in ;:Ias», ms-vuf 12, per
£ 2

‘nugar in 2 pound can
Sugar in 5 pound can
Sugaxpz 07 cakes,

oream, 24 oz g‘ass 331‘, per damn
earta 1 1b. | xes, pex bm: .

Maple Candy—recipe by Mrs. Mary Holmes
(from “The Best in Cooking in Essex Center” Courtesy of Essex Methodist Church WSCS)
1 c. maple syrup 1/2 c. Ethan Allan Creamery milk
2 c. white sugar , 1/8 Ib. oleo
Cook until very soft balls stqge. If you add nuts, add right before taking off fire and cook a minute. Take
off fire and let cool, then beat the turn in 8X8 oiled pan.
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My Life in the Early Days
By Caroline (Chapin) Church

At that time there were no stores to buy ready
cooked foods or ready made clothes, except ladies’
wrappers or house dresses, and men'’s clothes. There
were no places to buy even a loaf of bread. Everything
must be made at home. All bread, cakes, donuts,
cookies, even cottage cheese. But was it ever good.
Made with plenty of eggs, cream, and butter, maple
sugar, and other good ingredients. We really lived

; welll | remember the frosted three layer cakes, roll
jelly cakes, the huge loaves of bread, Johnny cake, maple rag muffins, the tin quart pans of donuts.
About two or three times a week, the four huge loaves of bread, two or three times a week, besides bis-
cuits.

Then were butchering times after which we lived high on the hog as they say. Then the rolls of sau-
sage. And dried beef. Bacon. Ham. Wow! Was it ever good! The hams were cured with maple sugar
and they were smoked with corn cobs. And there were barrels of salt pork.

(Above, Caroline (Chapin) Church. To the right,
Caroline’s nephew, Graton Chapin, at the sugar house.)

Caroline's’ grandfather, Albert Franklin Chapin, came

to Essex from Jericho in the mid-1800s, and bought the
farm on Chapin Road. Caroline’s brother, Claude R. Cha-
pin, ran the sugar house in 1936. Chapin syrup traveled
by train across the country. The butter won a prize in the
New Orleans State Fair. Caroline’s nephew, Graton, sent
corn to Baxter Brother's Cannery (where Five Corners Ant-
iques is now) and the milk cans were trucked to the village
co-op. The apple tradition started in the 1930s at the farm
where she grew up.
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A A A T A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AN AN
* Essex Veterans of WWII x

i Essex, like other Vermont towns, has grown its share of sons who fought for the ide- i
¢ als, principles, and freedoms which Vermonters hold dear. As General of the Armies ¥
¥ John J. Pershing declared, “Time will not dim the glory of their deeds.” In commemoration *
* of the 70th anniversary of D-Day and WWII, we will remember two of these men in a spe- g
4 cial June ECHO issue. e
4+  Barbara Chapin tells how her uncle, “Private First Class Claude B. Chapin joined the 550th Air-
¥r borne Infantry Battalion on February 6, 1942. Three years later, January 4, 1945, he was killed in ¥
¥r action at the Battle of the Bulge in Bastogne, Belgium. He is buried at the Henri-Chapelle Ceme- Y
¥ tery in Antwerp, Belgium.” x
Mary (Crandall) Cavanaugh writes that her father, Dr. Albert J. Crandall, “was a major in the I
101st Airborne and participated in three campaigns during WWII; D-Day, Holland, and the Battle of %
4 the Bulge.....His mission was to establish the first ever airborne surgical hospital, much like MASH,
+ in France.” e
¥  We welcome other readers to send ECHS their accounts of this historic time in their families. ¢
¥ You can look forward to reading more about these Essex veterans and Mary Cavanaugh’s tran- *
* scription of Major Albert Crandall’s wartime log about D-Day: “In his own words, he starts....” More
to come in a June ECHO!

* *
* *
Zh;jrsﬁ%i}i}ﬁﬁri‘z*zi‘r‘i‘«’\ﬁ‘«*i‘fﬁ'i}i}i‘mﬁrﬂri‘zi‘ri‘fﬁ%ﬁﬁi&ﬁ*ﬁﬁﬁ{kﬁﬂrﬁﬂr*ﬁﬂr

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ESSEX COMMUNITY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Please print
Name:

Mailing address:

: City/Town State Zip

Phone

E-Mail address:

____Yes! | would like to be added to an e-mail distribution list for event notification.
_____Yes! | would like to receive the ECHO via e-mail.
Circle relevant Annual Membership Category or Lifetime:
Individual $10 Family $15 Senior (60 and older) $5
Lifetime (individual, married, civil union) $100
___ Yes! | would like to volunteer at the museum or other event.

- Make checks payable to: Essex Community Historical Society, P.O. Box 8388, Essex,

. . . .
---------------------- W9 0000000000000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000CO0O0O0O0S

¢
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P.O. Box 8388
Essex, VT 05451

ESSEX COMMUN! CAL SOCIETY
Fnoex Torwn-Eat. 1763 Essex fot.-Eot, 1892  Eavex Comm. Histovical Soivey-Eet. 1991

ot
ATE /

UPCOMING EVENTS!
Memorial Day Parade: Saturday, May 24, 2014 at 10 a.m.

Museum Re-Opens: Sunday, June 1, 2014. 1:00—4:00
Museum will be open every Sunday until October 12th, 1-4 p.m.
and every Thursday from June 5th to August 31st, 6—7:30 p.m

Vermont History Expo: June 21st and June 22nd at
Tunbridge Fairgrounds. 10:00—5:00

Block Party: Saturday, July 19th 5 p.m. - 10 p.m. ECHS booth
will be on Railroad Ave in Essex Junction
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